THE BATTLE OF FRANCE
and a gang from the French P.T.T. None of the
Englishmen spoke French and none of the French-
men English. But a few gestures were all that was
necessary.
CA trade/ said the General, as we looked on, 'is a
strong bond between man and man. I remember
how, during the last war, we used German prisoners
who were electricians for the same sort of work
behind the lines. One of them, who called himself
Johann, was an exceptionally fine workman. One
day he went sick and had to spend forty-eight hours
in hospital. While he was away my own soldiers
finished off a job he'd started.
'They did it well enough to serve its purpose, but
without the technical mastery of the German
prisoner. Toward nightfall I came across them,
silently contemplating the finished job.
' "Anything wrong?" * I asked as I went up to
them.
' "Sir," one of them said, "we were wondering
whether you'd let us have your authority to relay
this line during the night. You see, Johnny'll be
coming back to-morrow and we can't let him see a
job like this."'
'What do you think of the French P.T.T. men?'
I asked.
'They're splendid workmen,' replied the General,
'and amazingly obliging. We could never have been
ready so soon but for them. You've got to
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